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Q.  Reference Application Rev. 1, Volume 2, Additions for Load Growth – Happy Valley Line 7 1 

Why is the load growing in this area and why does Hydro expect load growth to continue? 2 

 3 

 4 

A. Chart 1 displays historical year end customer counts for the combined communities of 5 

Sheshatshiu and North West River which represent the bulk of the loads supplied by Happy 6 

Valley Line 7. 7 

 

Chart 1: Historical Year End Customer Counts for Sheshatshiu and North West River 

In the past decade, the number of customers has increased by 12.9% resulting in increased 8 

power and energy requirements for this area. Growth in Sheshatshiu has been experienced in 9 

both domestic and general service customer classes while North West River has experienced 10 

domestic growth. 11 

In recent years, the federal government has allocated funding to help address housing as well as 12 

inadequate community/government facilities and infrastructure within aboriginal communities 13 

contributing to load growth in both residential and general service customer groups. In 2018, 14 
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the Sheshatshiu First Nation Band Council had 32 new homes built, the most in a single year, but 1 

the backlog of those waiting for housing was reported to be almost five times that.1 2 

In addition to the commercial loads indicated in the Additions for Load Growth - Happy Valley 3 

Line 7 report,2 Hydro expects load growth for Happy Valley Line 7 to continue through the 4 

medium and longer term primarily because continued expansion of the domestic customer base 5 

within the area is expected. 6 
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